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Duke found guilty, could get life term
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had no comment on the convictions.

U.S. District J David or-
dered all six Mﬂ‘b ts heldD::%ml
bail pending sentencing. «

“The law enforcement community
has been on this guy (Duke) since
1972 ... but he mmﬂd than
your average criminal,” said Hope-
man. “We're &lin*l little way up,
as up as you can go.

Duke admitted in testimony duri
the 4'2-week trial that he hasn't pai
taxes since 1972, and had a 7-gram
daily cocaine habit prior to his May
arrest.

But he claimed the money to support
his lavish lifestyle came from illegal

_gambling and his business of buying,
selling and often repossessing luxury
cars, not from dealing drugs.

Duke said he and his associates, of-
ten relatives, made frequent trips to
Los Angeles and Houston to buy and
sell cars, not to buy drugs for distri-
bution in Minnesota.

“My whole life consists of selling cars
and gambling. That’s what I do every
day except Sundays,” he said in
court.

But jurors appear to have been con-
vinced otherwise by tape recordings
of telephone conversations involving
the defendants, and testimony of five
people who said they had participat-
ed in large cocaine deals with Duke
and other defendants.

e lested gy o 18 ""’”‘"...m.
who pl guilty to ¢l
before the trial began, told jurors that
he watched his uncle remove
$250,000 from behind a TV set in a
limousine he had driven from Min-
nesota to California for his uncle.

Another time his uncle removed 10
kilos of cocaine from the spare tire of
a truck that he drove from California
1o Minnesota, Loren Duke said.

Convicted Los Angeles drug dealer
Marvin McCaleb testified that he

.
and Duke sold 25 kilos, or 55
pounds,

of cocaine a week in late
1988.

And Duke's son, Ralph LaMont
Nunn, to a federal informant
that his father was the bi cocaine
dealer in Minnesota distrib-
uted up to 75 kilos, or 165 pounds, of
cocaine in two to three months.

A months-long investigation of Duke
and his associates involving 13 local,
state and federal law en t
agencies hit pay dirt in May when a
,federal informant lured Duke into
attempting to buy 44 pounds of co-
:ine through his son, Ralph LaMont
unn.

Duke, Nunn and four others were
arrested May 18 after Nunn attempt-
ed to com the drug deal with the
informant at the Hilton Hotel
on Industrial Blvd. in Minneapolis.

Originally a defendant along with his
father, Nunn was separated from the
trial two weeks and ordered to
undergo psychiatric testing.

He could still be tried on drug
charges.

Duke was not present at the attempt-
ed dnul::x. but prosecutors con-
tended, jurors yesterday agreed,
that Duke participated in the con-
spiracy 1o acquire the cocaine.

Prosecutors are preparing for seven
more trials of other defendants
chargéd with federal crimes as a re-
sult of the Duke investigation, Hope-
man said.

attorney Jon Hdhemn.

“His likely sentence will be life with-
out parole,” said Hopeman.

In addition, Duke faces two more
trials on federal money-laundering
Duke’s attorney, Joseph Friedberg,
Duke continued on page 12A




